Maryland Procurement Law ALERT

“Changes to the Federal DBE Program — What You Need to Know”
MTBMA Webinar — November 13, 2025

November 12, 2025

On Thursday, November 13, 2025, at 2:00 p.m., the Maryland Transportation
Builders and Materials Association (MTBMA) will host a live webinar, “Changes to
the Federal DBE Program — What You Need to Know.”

MTBMA is a statewide trade association representing more than 250 member
companies across Maryland’s transportation construction and materials industry.
Members include contractors, engineers, suppliers, and producers who build and
maintain Maryland’s highways, bridges, and transit systems. As the collective voice
of this industry, MTBMA advocates for fair and transparent procurement practices,
sustainable transportation funding, and policies that support workforce
development and safety. Rifkin Weiner Livingston has been an associate member
of MTBMA since 1985.

The U.S. Department of Transportation has issued an Interim Final Rule that

dramatically reshapes how the Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) Program



works for federally funded projects. This change affects 9,300 firms nationwide,

whose existing certifications are no longer valid under the new standard.
Moving forward, firms will no longer be presumed disadvantaged based on race or
gender. Instead, every applicant must demonstrate individualized proof of social

and economic disadvantage, a major shift in how DBE eligibility will be determined.

This webinar will explain:

What the new federal rule says and when it takes effect

How it differs from Maryland’s long-standing MBE program

What Primes, DBEs, and agencies should expect in upcoming solicitations

How to prepare for the upcoming recertification process

Featured Speakers:

Scott A. Livingston, Co-Founder, Rifkin Weiner Livingston

Former Assistant Attorney General for MDOT and principal author of Maryland’s
original MBE program, later adopted by USDOT as a national model. With more
than 30 years of experience in public procurement law, Scott brings unmatched

insight into how this ruling will reshape DBE compliance, certification, and

enforcement.

Christopher Lawson, Government Policy Manager, Maryland Transportation

Builders and Materials Association

Chris recently joined MTBMA after more than 31 years with the Federal Highway
Administration, where he held leadership roles in Maryland, Virginia, Hawaii, and
Washington, D.C. From 2010 to 2024, he served as the D.C. Division
Administrator. A Morgan State University engineering graduate with a master’s in
public administration from Central Michigan University, Chris brings deep federal
insight and a collaborative approach to advancing transportation programs and
DBE initiatives.



Moderated by:

Michael Sakata, President & CEO, Maryland Transportation Builders and

Materials Association

Michael leads Maryland’s statewide trade association representing more than 250
member companies in the transportation construction and materials industry. He
also serves on the Maryland Commission on Transportation Revenue and
Infrastructure Needs (TRAIN Commission) and is a leading voice for sustainable
funding, workforce development, and policies that strengthen safety and

opportunity across the state.

Join us as we break down what’s changing, what’s not, and what every contractor,

consultant, and DBE needs to know to stay compliant.

Register today to reserve your spot:

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_PsmmTgNnTJ2hk3ypyZ99yw

The information in this publication should not be construed as legal advice about your rights and you should

contact your attorney for legal advice.



https://rwllaw.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=54ef6e177bdc9c6b7423b884f&id=a764b8a539&e=8760879986
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